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FOREWORD

The District Disaster Management Plan (DDMP) outlining the measures to be taken in the
event of any natural or man-made disaster during the year 2015-2016 has been prepared on
the basis of past experiences. The DDMP includes the facts and figures those have been

collected from various sources with a view to meet the challenges during any Natural
Disaster.

The plan is prepared to help the District Administration focus quickly on the essentials and
crucial aspects of both preparedness and response. The plan deals with Risk Assessment and
Vulnerability Analysis, Identification of Disaster Prone Areas, Response Structures,

Inventory of Resources, Standard Operating Procedures, Directory of Institutions and key
individuals etc.

The DDMP involves certain important issues like Incident Response System (IRS), India
Disaster Resource Network (IDRN) website, the service of National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) in disaster management. This plan also provides important list of websites
related to available materials etc. Any suggestions and comments are most welcome and the
same will be included in the next updation of the DDMP.

It is suggested that the District Level Officials who are in-charge of different departments
will carefully go through the DDMP and remain alert to effectively countenance any
emergent situations that may arise at any point of time. The DDMP is desired to serve as a
useful handbook of operational guidelines for all concerned officials of the district, it is
expected that District level Officials working in West jaintia Hills District in different
Departments will thoroughly acquaint themselves with these guidelines.

We are thankful to all the offices, institutions and persons who have provided us the vital
information.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

Natur al Di sasters have been mankindds const a
immemorial. However, in recent times the impact of natural disasters in terms of human and
economic losses has risen and the society in general has become more leutnenakural

disasters. The effect is more pronounced in the case of poor and disadvantaged groups in
developing countries like India. Records show that the disaster incidences have been increasing

both in terms of frequency and severity disrupting Ilvatids and damaging infrastructure.

As per the National Disaster Management Act, 2005 of the Government of India, disaster is
defnedasiia catastrophe, mishap, calamity or grav
natural or man-made causes, or by acceht or negligence which results in substantial loss

of life or human suffering or damage to, and destruction of, property, or damage to, or
degradation of, environment, and is of such a nature or magnitude as to be beyond the

coping capacity of thecommurtiy of t he affected areabo

Meghalaya lies on a Seismic Zone V which is vulnerable to earthquake and the state has
experienced it in 1897 and 1950. West Jaintia Hills District withh@adquarter in Jowai is

one of the 11 districts of the State of Meghalayhich is prone to earthquake, flash flood,
thunderstorm/thunderstorm, landslides and fire. It has been recognized that it is possible to take
primitive, mitigation, preparedness measures along with capacity building of the stakeholders
so that the negate impact of a disaster can be minimized, bring about effective response and
relief and this can be achieved by proper planning by the District Administration/District
Disaster Management Authority (DDMA).

1.1 District Profile

Location, Area andAdministrative Division

Latitude -25 degrees 10 OON and 25 degrees 40 O0OON

Longitude -92 degrees 0000 and 92 degrees 30 000
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West Jaintia Hills District

WestJaintia HillsDistrict is the eastern most district of the state. ifihabitants of this
district belong to a tribe called Pnar. It is a matrilineal society like the khasis of Khasi Hills.

WestJaintia Hills District is in Zone V of seismic activity. Apart from that
certain areas of the District are prone todslides during thenonsoons, cyclonic
storms, incessamainfall, hailstorms resulting in huge losses of property and
sometimes loss of life.

There has been large scale environmental degradation due to felling of
trees for timber and firewoodprivate owned coal, limestone mines, jhum
cultivation etc resulting in increased vulnerability to the wrath of nature.

Boundaries of West Jaintia Hills District are as follows

North : Assam.

East : Assam

South : Bangladesh and East JaintilisHDistrict.
West:East Khasi Hills District of Mghalaya.

WEST JAINTIA HILLS DISTRICT AT A GLANCE

Name of the District West Jaintia Hills
No. of SubDivision 1
No. of C & RD.Blocks 3
No. of Towns 1
No. of Households 34401
Literacy Rate 63.23%
No of Villages 293
No of Village Disaster Manageme 293
Committees

No. of constituencies 5
No. of Police Stations 3
No. of Beat House 1
No. of Outposts 5
No. of Traffic Branches 2
No. of Fair Price Shops 227
No. of Post Offices 1
No. of VehiclesRegistered (2012012) 2898
No. of Hospitals 2
No. of CHCs 3
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No. of PHCs 12

No of SHCs 43

No. of Dispensaries 1

No. of Fire Stations 3

Total area of the District 1693 sg kms
Urban Area 8.00 Sq Kms
No. of Rivers 6
Population (as per 201Tensus) 2,70,353

Total Rural Population

241933(as per 2011census)

Total Urban Population

28420(as per 2011 census)

Density of population

96 persons per sq kms(Rural)

Density of population

3552.50persons persq

kms(Urban)
Total no of Higher Secondasghools 20
Total No. of Secondary School 76
Total No of Lower Primary schools 718
Total No of Upper Primary schools 186
Total No of Degree & Law Colleges 5

District Disaster Management Authority, Jowai
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1.2Demographic Details:

CLIMATE

The Climate of West Jaintia Hills District is uniquely pleasant and caressing. It is neither
too warm in summer nor too cold in winter. The rainfall profile is very high during the south
west monsoon, which usually starts from the middle of May and declines towards the last part of
September. The intensity of rainfall in the district during the last few years has registered a rising
trend, due to the untimely vagary of monsoon coupled by the existence of fogs, mists and nimbus
clouds which loom large during the rainy season. The Average Relative Humidity is the highest

during the month of July while December records the lowest Relative Humidity.

ADMINISTRATION

The Deputy Commissioner is the head of the District Administration. The
Deputy Commissioner is the Executive head as well as judicial head of the district. The
Deputy Commissioner is aided by a number of officers like Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Sub-Divisional Officer of Civil Sub-Division and Extra Assistant
Commissioners to assist him in different types of activities. As the executive head, the
Deputy Commissioner plays a vital role in coordinating with all developmental heads
of the district for all round developmental activities.

Maintenance of law and order is another important aspect of district
administration to give proper security and to safeguard the lives and properties of the
citizens. In this regard, the Deputy Commissioner acts as the District Magistrate for
maintenance of law and order in the
district. The District Magistrate is
assisted by  Additional  Deputy
Magistrate, Sub-Division Magistrate
and other Executive Magistrates and
keeps close link with police department
for necessity. The Superintendent of
Police is the head of the Police
Administration.

The Office of the Deputy
Commissioner, West Jaintia Hills ___
District is located at lawmusiang, Jowai.

Deputy Connmissioner’s Office, Jowai
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