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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION  

Natural Disasters have been mankindôs constant though inconvenient companion since time 

immemorial. However, in recent times the impact of natural disasters in terms of human and 

economic losses has risen and the society in general has become more vulnerable to natural 

disasters. The effect is more pronounced in the case of poor and disadvantaged groups in 

developing countries like India. Records show that the disaster incidences have been increasing 

both in terms of frequency and severity disrupting livelihoods and damaging infrastructure.  

As per the National Disaster Management Act, 2005 of the Government of India, disaster is 

defined as- ña catastrophe, mishap, calamity or grave occurrence in any area, arising from 

natural or man-made causes, or by accident or negligence which results in substantial loss 

of life or human suffering or damage to, and destruction of, property, or damage to, or 

degradation of, environment, and is of such a nature or magnitude as to be beyond the 

coping capacity of the community of the affected areaò. 

Meghalaya lies on a Seismic Zone V which is vulnerable to earthquake and the state has 

experienced it in 1897 and 1950. West Jaintia Hills District with itôs headquarter in Jowai is 

one of the 11 districts of the State of Meghalaya which is prone to earthquake, flash flood, 

thunderstorm/thunderstorm, landslides and fire. It has been recognized that it is possible to take 

primitive, mitigation, preparedness measures along with capacity building of the stakeholders 

so that the negative  impact of a disaster can be minimized, bring about effective response and 

relief and this can be achieved by proper planning by the District Administration/District 

Disaster Management Authority (DDMA). 

1.1 District Profile  

Location, Area and Administrative Division 

Latitude       - 25 degrees 10`0òN and 25 degrees 40`0òN 

Longitude   - 92 degrees 0ô0ò and 92 degrees 30`00ò      
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West Jaintia Hills District  

 West Jaintia Hills District is the eastern most district of the state. The inhabitants of this 

district belong to a tribe called Pnar. It is a matrilineal society like the khasis of Khasi Hills. 

 

            West Jaintia Hills District is in Zone V of seismic activity. Apart from that 

certain areas of the District are prone to landslides during the monsoons, cyclonic 

storms, incessant rainfall, hailstorms resulting in huge losses of property and 

sometimes loss of life. 

 

           There has been large scale environmental degradation due to felling of 

trees for timber and firewood, private owned coal, limestone mines, jhum 

cultivation etc resulting in increased vulnerability to the wrath of nature. 

 

          Boundaries of West Jaintia Hills District are as follows: 

 

North : Assam. 

East : Assam 

South : Bangladesh and East Jaintia Hills District. 

West: East Khasi Hills District of Meghalaya. 

WEST JAINTIA HILLS DISTRICT AT A GLANCE  

Name of the District West Jaintia Hills 

No. of Sub-Division 1 

No. of C & RD.Blocks 3 

No. of Towns 1 

No. of Households 34401 

Literacy Rate 63.23% 

No of  Villages 293 

No of Village Disaster Management 

Committees 

293 

No. of  constituencies 5 

No. of  Police Stations 3 

No. of Beat House 1 

No. of Outposts 5 

No. of Traffic Branches 2 

No. of Fair Price Shops 227 

No. of Post Offices 1 

No. of Vehicles Registered (2011-2012) 2898 

No. of  Hospitals 2 

No. of CHCs 3 
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No. of PHCs 12 

No of SHCs 43 

No. of Dispensaries 1 

No. of Fire Stations 3 

Total area of the District 1693 sq kms 

Urban Area 8.00 Sq Kms 

No. of   Rivers 6 

Population (as per 2011 Census) 2,70,353 

Total Rural Population 241933(as per 2011census) 

Total Urban Population 28420(as per 2011 census) 

Density of population 96 persons per sq kms(Rural) 

Density of population 3552.50persons persq 

kms(Urban) 

Total no of Higher Secondary schools 20 

Total No. of Secondary School 76 

Total No of Lower Primary schools 718 

Total No of Upper Primary schools 186 

Total No of Degree & Law Colleges 5 
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 1.2 Demographic Details:  
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